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Online Curriculum Development Guide

The Online Curriculum Development Guide (http://startalk.umd.edu/curriculum-guide/) was created to
provide enhanced explanations for each section of the curriculum template. This guide may be useful to
program directors and instructors for student programs as they work to develop their standards-based,
thematically designed curriculum. Those involved with teacher programs may find elements of the guide
useful as they work with teacher trainees on elements of effective teaching.

In addition to the written information found in the Guide, some slides feature a narration that serves to
emphasize the key points of an individual slide. Other slides suggest ACTFL/Annenberg video clips that
provide an opportunity to see strategies in action. The ACTFL/Annenberg clips were used in order to have
a visual component that provided subtitles in English. It is hoped that future guides will be able to use
language specific examples from STARTALK programs.

Each section of the Guide corresponds to particular sections of the Student Curriculum Template. The
Guide is divided into three sections:

e Thematic Planning
e Assessment

e Instructional Strategies

Thematic Planning

The section on Thematic Planning provides guidance on how to select a theme and appropriate
subthemes. Information is then shared on the National Standards and each of the 5Cs is briefly explained.
Examples are then provided showing the relationship between Standards and Expected Outcomes and the
connections between Expected Outcomes and Specific Knowledge and Skills. The section concludes with
reflection questions on the standards-based, thematic planning process.

Assessment

This section looks at assessment in each of the three communicative modes and suggests several tasks
that would provide meaningful evidence of learning. There is also a short quiz that allows viewers to check
their understanding of the modes of communication. The Integrated Performance Assessment (IPA) is
explained and an example is provided. The section ends with reflection questions asking viewers to
consider the connections between their proposed assessments and their unit goals.

Instructional Strategies

This section discusses each of the instructional strategies addressed in the template:



e use of target language
o facilitation of student-centered learning
¢ meaningful interaction in the target language
e integration of language, culture and content
o differentiation of instruction based on student need
Each strategy is explained briefly, reference is made to an ACTFL/Annenberg video that illustrates the

strategy and reflection questions are provided. This section also provides a definition of authentic
materials and suggests types of materials that might be used.

The Online Curriculum Development Guide is meant to expand on the information found in the templates
or in the template samples. Your team leader can assist you further in the preparation of the your student
and/or teacher templates.
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2009 STUDENT PROGRAM CURRICULUM TEMPLATE

Host Institution:

Program Name:

Language(s):
Target Proficiency Level: Age of Students:
Number of Contact Hours: Duration (weeks):

Setting (classroom, camp, residential):

Designed by:
A. Brief Description of Program (no more than 150 words)

Provide an overview of your program. What will students experience during the program and

what do you hope that your students will remember and be able to do after the program ends?
You may find it easier to respond to this question after completing the sections on Program Theme, Unit
Subthemes, Standards and Expected Outcomes and Specific Knowledge and Skills.

B. Program theme

This is the umbrella theme that frames the curriculum and provides context for language and
culture learning.
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Student Curriculum Template

C. Unit Subthemes

What are the subthemes that will address different aspects of the umbrella theme? These
subthemes will facilitate student learning and enable students to demonstrate what they have
learned.

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

D. Standards and Expected Outcomes

What will students know and be able to do in the target language and culture? ldentify what
students will do in terms of the standards. Ideally, all standards will be addressed, but there may
be exceptions depending on the type of program that is being offered.

Standards Targeted Students Can

Communication - Interpretive

Communication - Interpersonal

Communication - Presentational

Cultural Practices/Products/Perspectives

Connections

Comparisons

Community
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Student Curriculum Template

E. Specific Knowledge and Skills

What specific linguistic, cultural, and other subject matter knowledge and skills will students be
learning as they work with this theme? (e.g., language functions, cultural knowledge/ practices/
perspectives, knowledge related to subject matter or concepts.) Identify what students will do in
terms of, but not limited to, LinguaFolio-like Can Do statements that are aligned with the
Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21* Century.

Thematic Knowledge and Skills
Students Can Students Use

F. End of Program Performance Tasks

What culminating performance tasks will provide evidence that students have achieved
the program learning objectives? Indicate how students will be assessed for each mode
of communication through interpretive, interpersonal and presentational performance
tasks.

e Interpretive tasks involve students in receptive communication of oral or written
messages, in mediated communication via print and non-print material, or with
listener, viewer, reader works with visual or recorded materials whose creator is
absent.

e Interpersonal tasks require direct oral communication between individuals who are
in personal contact or direct written communication between individuals who come
into personal contact.

e Presentational tasks require students to engage in productive communication using
oral or written language, produce spoken or written communication for people with
whom there is no immediate personal contact or which takes place in a one-to-many
mode, or author or create visual or recorded material for listeners or readers not
personally known.

Interpretive tasks:

Interpersonal tasks:

Presentational tasks:
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Student Curriculum Template

G. Other Types of Assessment and Evidence of Learning

Other types of assessment and evidence of learning may include a wide range of activities and
products that provide meaningful evidence of learning, such as dialogue journals, reflective
journals, posters, LinguaFolio self-assessment, role plays, presentations of visual or performance
arts, portfolios, audio portfolios, e-portfolios, research projects, or videos. Include some

assessment or reflection about students’ attitudes and perspectives toward the target language
and culture.

Examples Brief description

H. Instructional Strategies

How will your program ensure that the following best practices are incorporated into your
program?

Strategies Examples
Use target language for instruction
Facilitate student-centered learning

Ensure meaningful interaction in the
target language

Integrate language, culture and content

Differentiate instruction based on
student need

l. Materials & Other Resources

Describe the primary resources that you plan to use for the program.

Resources Description
Title of textbook, if
applicable
Realia / Authentic
materials
Multimedia
STARTALK 2009
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Student Curriculum Template

J. Technology

If technology is part of your budget, how will that technology support instruction and enhance
learning?

Technological tools Explanation

STARTALK 2009
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Student Curriculum Template

For Your Reference

Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21% Century

Goal 1: Communication

Standard 1.1- Interpersonal Communication: Students engage in conversation, provide
and obtain information, express feeling and emotion, and exchange opinions.

Standard 1.2 — Interpretive Communication: Students understand and interpret written
and spoken language on a variety of topics.

Standard 1.3 — Presentational Communication: Students present information, concepts
and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety or topics.

Goal 2: Cultures

Standard 2.1 — Practices and Perspective: Students demonstrate an understanding of the
relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied.

Standard 2.2 — Products and Perspectives: Students demonstrate an understanding of
the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied.

Goal 3: Connections

Standard 3.1 — Knowledge of Other Disciplines: Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language.

Standard 3.2 — Distinctive Viewpoints: Students acquire information and recognize the
distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the foreign language and its
cultures.

Goal 4: Comparisons

Standard 4.1 — Nature of Language: Students demonstrate understanding of the nature
of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.

Standard 4.2 — Culture: Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture
through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.

Goal 5: Community

Standard 5.1 — Beyond the School Setting: Students use the language both within and
beyond the school setting.

Standard 5.2 — Life-long Learners: Students show evidence of becoming life-long
learners by using the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

STARTALK 2009
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Student Curriculum Template

Communicative Modes

Interpersonal Mode

The Interpersonal Mode is characterized by active negotiation of meaning among individuals.
Participants observe and monitor one another to see how their meaning and intentions are being
communicated. Adjustments and clarifications can be made accordingly. As a result, there is a
higher probability of ultimately achieving the goal of successful communication in this mode
than in the other two modes. The Interpersonal Mode is most obvious in conversation, but both
the interpersonal and negotiated dimensions can be realized through reading and writing, such as
the exchange of personal letters or electronic mail messages.

Interpretive Mode

The Interpretive Mode is focused on the appropriate cultural interpretation of meanings that
occur in written and spoken form where there is no recourse to the active negotiation of meaning
with the writer or the speaker. Such instances of “one-way” reading or listening include the
cultural interpretation of texts, oral or written, must be distinguished from the notion of reading
and listening “comprehension,” where the term could refer to understanding a text with an
American mindset. Put another way, interpretation differs from comprehension in that the
former implies the ability to “read (or listen) between the lines.”

Since the Interpretive Mode does not allow for active negotiation between the reader and the
writer or the listener and the speaker, it requires a much more profound knowledge of culture
from the outset. The more one knows about the other language and culture, the greater the
chances of creating the appropriate cultural interpretations of a written or spoken text. It must be
noted, however, that cultural literacy and the ability to read or listen between the lines are
developed over time and through exposure to the language and culture.

Presentational Mode

The Presentational Mode refers to the creation of messages in a manner that facilities
interpretation by members of the other culture where no direct opportunity for active negotiation
of meaning between members of the two cultures exists. Examples of the “one-way” writing and
speaking require a substantial knowledge of language and culture from the outset, since the goal
is to make sure that members of the other culture, the audience, will be successful in reading and
listening between the lines.

National Standards in Foreign Language Education Project (2006). Standards for foreign
language learning in the 21% century. Lawrence, KS: Allen Press, Inc. pp. 36-38.
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2009 STUDENT PROGRAM CURRICULUM SAMPLE

This sample is based on curricular units taught during 2008. While the language and cultural
focus is Chinese, the unit incorporates sports, activities and physical health in a cultural context.
As such it is an example that can easily be adapted to all languages.

Host Institution:
Program Name:
Language(s): Chinese

Target Proficiency Level: Novice-Low — Novice-Mid Age of Students: Middle School
and High School

Number of Contact Hours: 30 hours Duration (weeks): 2 weeks
Setting (classroom, camp, residential): Classroom

Designed by:

A. Brief Description of Program (no more than 150 words)

Provide an overview of your program. What will students experience during the program and

what do you hope that your students will remember and be able to do after the program ends?
You may find it easier to respond to this question after completing the sections on Program Theme, Unit
Subthemes, Standards and Expected Outcomes and Specific Knowledge and Skills.

In this two-week program for middle and high school students, participants will take
an imaginary trip to the Olympics in Beijing. They will learn the basic skills to greet
and introduce self and others; exchange information about self, families, homes,
schools, and hobbies; ask for, follow and give basic directions; function in a number
of Chinese language contexts such as in restaurants and stores; and talk about the
sports and selected Olympic events. Students will also acquire basic knowledge
about the geography, some customs, and attractions of selected sites in China and
compare them with those in the US.

STARTALK 2009
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Student_Curriculum_Sample

At the end of the program, students will come to understand that China is a
geographically and culturally diverse country, and that the Olympics are a meeting
of people and cultures not just sporting events. They will also understand that
learning a language leads to a greater understanding of others and self.

B. Program theme

This is the umbrella theme that frames the curriculum and provides context for language and
culture learning.

We are in China! We are at the Olympics!

C. Unit Subthemes

What are the subthemes that will address different aspects of the umbrella theme? These
subthemes will facilitate student learning and enable students to demonstrate what they have
learned.

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4
Meeting Site seeing in | Going to the | We’re back
people in Beijing Olympic from Beijing!
Beijing Games Let me tell you

about the
Olympics!

D. Standards and Expected Outcomes

What will students know and be able to do in the target language and culture? Identify what
students will do in terms of the standards. Ideally, all standards will be addressed, but there may
be exceptions depending on the type of program that is being offered.

Standards Targeted Students Can
read simple travel information related to
Communication - Interpretive the Olympics; listen to multi-media

materials with strong visual support

introduce themselves and others: ask and
Communication - Interpersonal answer simple questions to exchange

information about themselves and their

STARTALK 2009
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Student_Curriculum_Sample

families; express likes and dislikes; make
plans including time and date; follow and
give directions

name and describe familiar people, places

Communication - Presentational )
and objects

identify symbols and mascots related to
Cultural Practices/Products/Perspectives | the 2008 Olympics; participate in Gongfu
and Taiji

name and talk about some famous

Connections ) .. .
Chinese cities or sites

compare the Chinese diet to an American

Comparisons .
P diet

view Chinese internet sites giving

Community information about the Olympics

E. Specific Knowledge and Skills

What specific linguistic, cultural, and other subject matter knowledge and skills will students be
learning as they work with this theme? (e.g., language functions, cultural knowledge/ practices/
perspectives, knowledge related to subject matter or concepts.) Identify what students will do in
terms of, but not limited to, LinguaFolio-like Can Do statements that are aligned with the
Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21* Century.

Thematic Knowledge and Skills

Students Can Students Use
Greeting others and taking leave at the Hello! How are you?
airport, hotel, restaurant, the Olympic Good-bye. See you later.

village, site seeing, shopping, or at
Olympic events.

Thanking someone Thank you.
You are welcome.
Introducing self and others My name is... | am... yearsold. I live
in....
Talking about one’s family and asking family members (father, mother, sister,
others about their families brother..)

| have... I do not have ...

Do you have...?

How old is....?

He/She is ...
STARTALK 2009
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Asking about and expressing likes and
dislikes, making plans

Asking and giving directions

Shopping

Eating out

Naming common Chinese foods

Identifying historical sites and places of
interest

Identifying Chinese cities hosting
Olympic venues

Identifying sports

Identifying Olympic mascots and symbols

Following directions for Gongfu and Taiji

Student_Curriculum_Sample

I like...? I don’t like....
Do you like....?

When? What time?

Days of the week, at (2:00)

Where is ...?
How do I getto ...?
Go right/left/straight...,

north, south, east, west

How much
Do you have ....?
I would like....

What is this?
May | have...?

I would like ....
Please bring me...

I would like to try....

dim sum, wonton, tofu, sweet and sour
fish, broccoli, beef, fried noodles, fish,
shrimp, vegetables

Thisis.... Itis located....

Olympic village, Forbidden City,

the Great Wall, Tiananmen Square
Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin,
Qinhuangdao,

Hong Kong

| play/don’t play

basketball dive

track and field gymnastics
volleyball swim

other sports based on student interest

Beibeli, Jingjing, Huanhuan, Yingying
and Nini
The Olympic rings, colors and symbols

body parts, movements, rhymes
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Student_Curriculum_Sample

F. End of Program Performance Tasks

What culminating performance tasks will provide evidence that students have achieved
the program learning objectives? Indicate how students will be assessed for each mode
of communication through interpretive, interpersonal and presentational performance
tasks.

Interpretive tasks involve students in receptive communication of oral or written
messages, in mediated communication via print and non-print material, or with
listener, viewer, reader works with visual or recorded materials whose creator is
absent.

Interpersonal tasks require direct oral communication between individuals who are
in personal contact or direct written communication between individuals who come
into personal contact.

Presentational tasks require students to engage in productive communication using
oral or written language, produce spoken or written communication for people with
whom there is no immediate personal contact or which takes place in a one-to-many
mode, or author or create visual or recorded material for listeners or readers not
personally known.

Interpretive tasks:

From printed materials about the Olympics, students identify sporting events they wish to attend,
the events’ locations, date, time and price and complete a personal plan for the Olympics.

Interpersonal tasks:

Students role play selecting a cultural site in Beijing and talk about why they want to go there.
They will also ask for directions and provide information about how to get there.

Presentational tasks:

Back at school, students may choose to prepare (1) a PowerPoint or (2) a scrap book about their
trip to the Beijing Olympics. They will present their products to their friends/class.

STARTALK 2009
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Student_Curriculum_Sample

G. Other Types of Assessment and Evidence of Learning

Other types of assessment and evidence of learning may include a wide range of activities and
products that provide meaningful evidence of learning, such as dialogue journals, reflective
journals, posters, LinguaFolio self-assessment, role plays, presentations of visual or performance
arts, portfolios, audio portfolios, e-portfolios, research projects, or videos. Include some
assessment or reflection about students’ attitudes and perspectives toward the target language

and culture.

Examples

Role plays

Interviews

Information Gap Tasks

Venn Diagram work

Podcasts

Class rhymes

Brief description

meet people on the streets of Beijing

order food in different types of
situations

interview each other about their
birthdays, phone numbers and families

interview classmates on favorite sports,
athletes and sports they play

complete a map of Beijing
give directions around a Chinese city
compare and contrast likes and dislikes

compare and contrast Beijing and
Washington, DC

identify foods they might find in Beijing
and compare with foods popular in the
us

create a podcast to introduce a Chinese
dish and give opinions about it

prepare and produce a podcast giving the
weather report in China at the Olympic
sites

work together to create a rhyme to
present at the “team spirit” activity

STARTALK 2009
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H. Instructional Strategies

Student_Curriculum_Sample

How will your program ensure that the following best practices are incorporated into your

program?

Strategies

Use target language for instruction

Facilitate student-centered learning

Ensure meaningful interaction in the

target language

Integrate language, culture and
content

Examples

Sports terms will be divided into two
groups — those that use the hand and
those that use the foot, the sports that
use a hand will be taught using props
appropriate to the sport. Students
will act out each sport as they learn
the words. Students will then learn to
say | like/don’t like as items are
grouped beneath a smiley face and a
frowning face. Students will make a
personal collage to share with others.

Students will plan their personal trip
to China. They will visit internet
sites to select 3 cities that they would
like to visit, selecting 2 -3 visuals
representatives of each city. The
students will then share their mini-
trips with others by telling others
where they would go and why. “I
would go to . I would like to
visit_ .

Students will work in pairs. Each
will have a partial copy of a bus
schedule. Students will alternate
asking questions until they are able
to complete all of the details of the
schedule.

Students will work with authentic
Chinese menus. They will be told
that they are eating dinner in
different restaurants and will decide
what to order. They will recognize
dishes that are characteristic of
different regions and be able to say
where they are from.

STARTALK 2009

7



Student_Curriculum_Sample

Differentiate instruction based on Students will be required to listen to

student need an authentic Chinese source daily.
Students may choose between
stations. Daily options will vary -
music videos, a Chinese news
segment from the internet, a role-
play between native speakers, an
interactive storybook, an interview
with an athlete, etc. Students will be
asked to comment on what they saw
and heard and will be challenged to
predict the meaning. Students may
choose to visit a station more than
once.

I. Materials & Other Resources
Describe the primary resources that you plan to use for the program.

Resources Description

Title of textbook, if

applicable

Realia / Authentic Suitcase with travel items, maps of China and USA,

materials Olympic mascots, photos of locations in China and the
Olympic sites, Chinese money, and passports

Multimedia Slides of Gongfu and Taiji, China and Taiwan, CD
player and CDs (Music-Gao Shan Qing and Where is My
Friend, and Beijing Welcomes You)

J. Technology

If technology is part of your budget, how will that technology support instruction and enhance
learning?

Technological tools Explanation
iPods Students will make podcasts of weather reports that
other students will use to plan their days.
Flip movie cameras Students will make a video about themselves to be

posted on the program website.

STARTALK 2009
8



Teacher Curriculum Template

STAR Al_r«A 4

/ w7 SR = \
Start Talying’ B ™R

s

2009 STARTALK TEACHER PROGRAM CURRICULUM TEMPLATE

Host Institution:
Program Title:
Number of Hours:
Designed by:

Brief Description of Program (150 words)

Provide an overview of your program. What will participants experience during the program and
what do you hope that your participants will remember and be able to do after the program ends?

Major Focus of the Program
What three to five key words, concepts and/or topics best identify your program?

Pre-requisites
Are there pre-requisites to this course? If so, what are they?

STARTALK 2009
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Teacher Curriculum Template
Information on Career Options and Pathways To Certification

How will you provide information to your participants on career options and pathways to
certification?

Content and Evidence of Learning

Refer to the STARTALK Teacher Program Sample in the References section for examples. Use
“Can Do” Statements to illustrate what evidence of learning is desired.

Knowledge Skills Targeted and to be Assessed
(What participants need to know) (What participants need to demonstrate)
Content Examples ““Can Do” Statements for Participants

Participants can...

Assessment of Participant Progress and Performance

What evidence and products are required of participants to demonstrate learning and reflection?
See Reference section for suggestions.

Evidence/Products Brief description

Program Outline

Timeline Content

STARTALK 2009
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Teacher Curriculum Template
Instructional Strategies

How will your program ensure that the following best practices are incorporated into your
program?

Strategies Examples

Differentiate instruction based on
participant need

Provide mentoring and coaching

Provide opportunities to discuss and
examine cultural ways of learning and
teaching

Provide opportunities for peer sharing
and learning

Model meaningful interaction in the
target language

Model integration of language, culture
and content

Model use of authentic materials

Materials & Other Resources
Describe the primary resources that you plan to use for the program.

Materials/Resources List

Required reading, including
textbook(s)

Realia /Authentic materials

Multimedia

Links to relevant web sites and
annotations about the site

Other (please specify)

STARTALK 2009
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Technology Integration
If technology is part of your budget, how will that technology support teacher training?

Technological tools needed Explanation

STARTALK 2009
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Teacher Curriculum Template

References

Content and Evidence of Learning

STARTALK Teacher Program Sample

Knowledge (What participants need to

Content

Approaches and
Methods

Curriculum and
Lesson Design

Instructional
Planning and
Strategies

know)

Examples

National Standards

TPR, Natural
approach,
performance-based
approach

Classroom

interactions; content-
based instruction

Comprehensible input

Thematic Unit and
Lesson Design

Instructional
strategies consistent

Skills Targeted and to be Assessed
(What participants need to be able to
demonstrate)

“Can Do” Statements for Participants

Participants can...

explain how a Standards-based and
thematically organized curriculum and
instruction for that curriculum differs from
translation (or x) approach

use some methods in teaching a second/world
language and explain why | decided to use
them for my purposes

plan developmentally appropriate practice and
provide frequent opportunities for interactive
learning via content based instruction.

use a variety of strategies to make myself
comprehensible in the target language.

plan a standards-based, thematic unit that
informs lesson objectives and appropriately
sequenced activities.

develop culturally-rich, age- and level-
appropriate teaching materials, tasks and
activities that reflect real life performance
goals.

plan instruction with the goals of the National
Standards in mind.

with national
standards use strategies such as circumlocution,
paraphrasing, body language, and visuals.
maintain exclusive use of the target language
STARTALK 2009
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Materials
Development and
Adaptation

Assessment

Structure of the
target language/
pedagogical
grammar skills

Second
Language
Acquisition

US Educational
Systems and
Classroom
Management

Technology

Use of materials made
by and for the people
of the culture for use
in performance tasks.
Theories and
applications on
second language
assessment.

Performance task
based approach.

Knowledge on
linguistic system and
the pedagogy for its
application.

Knowledge of learner
characteristics.

SLA theories and
processes, such as
input, output, and
interaction.

Research-supported
feedback and error
correction strategies
and methods.

Goals or premises
which form the
foundation of public
schooling in the
United States.

Learner-centered
curriculum and
interactive behaviors.

Theories and
applications of
technology in
language teaching and

Teacher Curriculum Template

and encourage students to do so.

use culturally authentic materials for
designing performance tasks.

I can adapt existing materials appropriately to
performance goals.

design program-specific performance based
and achievement tests.

design performance tasks in the three modes
of the Communication Standard.

explain linguistic features of the language,
such as orthography, syntax, and discourse.

develop appropriate teaching methods for
presenting linguistic features.

describe SLA theories and apply them in
assessment and instruction.

apply learner-centered pedagogy.
demonstrate when and how to teach grammar.
direct student practice

draw upon a repertoire of appropriate
feedback strategies such as direct correction,

indirect correction, and modeling.

create an environment conducive to Universal
Literacy and a learner centered classroom.

facilitate many opportunities for Productive
versus Receptive Learning

apply age appropriate strategies to develop
students’ critical thinking and problem
solving skills.

use multimedia, computers, and web
resources to enhance language learning.

STARTALK 2009
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learning.
Reflective Learning as an use student assessment as professional
Practice and enterprise of feedback to inform and change my
Leadership exploration, instruction.

experimentation,

analysis, and

synthesis.
Pathway to Licensure procedure | explain the teacher certification pathways and
Certification procedures for licensure.

Suggested Menus of Assessment

Standards- and performance-based curriculum/unit and lesson design
performance-based assessment task design (and implementation)
classroom/video observation and analysis

micro- or student-program teaching

material selection, critique, and development

response to reading or lecture/seminar

reflective journals; term paper

LinguaFolio-like self assessment and collection of evidence
Presentation

Portfolio in hard copy or e-portfolio

A selected technological tool and a product using that tool

research projects

Unprompted Evidence: e.g., observations, dialogues, or classroom participation

STARTALK 2009
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2009 STARTALK TEACHER PROGRAM CURRICULUM SAMPLE

Host Institution:
Program Title:
Number of Hours:
Designed by:

Brief Description of Program (150 words)

Provide an overview of your program. What will participants experience during the program and
what do you hope that your participants will remember and be able to do after the program ends?

This is an eight-day Chinese teacher program that aims at strengthening
participants’ teaching practices. Participants will learn about the Standards for
Foreign Language Learning in the 21% Century and various approaches and
methods in implementing these Standards in the classroom. They will learn how
to become reflective practitioners who can plan and implement their curriculum,
while trying to align curriculum, instruction with assessment. Participants will
have the opportunity to teach micro-lessons to high school students and receive
feedback from both peer participants and professional development specialists.

By the end of the program, participants will be able to design and deliver
standards-based lessons. Additionally, they will develop their skills to carry out
differentiated instruction and integrate culture, content, and technology into
teaching practices. Moreover, they will develop peer-coaching skills and learn
how to provide constructive feedback to colleagues.

STARTALK 2009
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Major Focus of the Program

What three to five key words, concepts and/or topics best identify your program?

e Standards-based instruction

e Instructional planning and strategies
e Differentiated instruction

e Reflective practice and leadership

e Technology use in a language class

Pre-requisites

Are there pre-requisites to this course? If so, what are they?

There are no pre-requisites.

Information on Career Options and Pathways To Certification

How will you provide information to your participants on career options and pathways to
certification?

Part of one session will be devoted to explaining the process for becoming
certified in our state.

Content and Evidence of Learning

Refer to the STARTALK Teacher Program Sample in the References section for examples. Use
“Can Do” Statements to illustrate what evidence of learning is desired.

Knowledge Skills Targeted and to be Assessed
(What participants need to know) (What participants need to demonstrate)
Content Examples ““Can Do” Statements for Participants
Participants can...
Standards-based ¢ National foreign e name and describe the concepts
Instruction language learning embedded in each of the five national
standards standards’ goals
e State foreign e develop appropriate lesson plans in
language framework alignment with the national and state
standards
STARTALK 2009
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Instructional e Assessing prior
Planning & knowledge
Strategies ¢ Pacing & sequencing
Differentiated e Individulized
Instruction student-centered

instruction
e Modifying content,

process and product

for diverse learning
styles, prior
knowledge and
readiness to engage
in the topic

Reflective e Reflection on putting
plans into action

Practice/Leadership

e Peer feedback

Technology Use in | e Modes and efficacy
Chinese Language of technology
Instruction e Technology in

practice for teaching

and assessment

e Useful websites and

on-line resources

Assessment of Participant Progress and Performance

Teacher Curriculum Sample

plan curriculum beginning with
student performance outcomes in
mind

deliver instruction in the target
language and make it comprehensible
for all students

deliver instruction that suits various
learning styles and abilities

adapt the content and delivery of the
lesson according to student need
adapt content, process and products
in ways that are suitable to meet
student need

apply the steps of peer coaching
accept and act on constructive
feedback

provide constructive feedback to
colleagues based on observations and
also learn from this process

search for appropriate material to
supplement existing material using
internet resources (podcasts, You
Tube, etc.)

adapt/edit material to fit with lesson
plans/curricular goals

use appropriate software and
technology to create instructional
material and manage instruction

What evidence and products are required of participants to demonstrate learning and reflection?

See Reference section for suggestions.

Evidence/Products

Standards-based unit/lesson design

Brief description

Participants will design standards-based
thematic units/lessons.

STARTALK 2009
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Student-program teaching

Daily written reflections

Teacher Curriculum Sample

Participants will use the STARTALK
student program co-located with the
teacher program as a venue to practice
teaching.

Participants will keep a daily journal and
reflect on lectures and/or readings
designated by the program.

Daily forum on material selection Throughout the program, participants

and adaptation

Unprompted evidence

A Classroom discussions

A Observations and feedback

Self-assessment list

E-Portfolio

Program Outline

Timeline

Day 1

will take turns sharing their analysis
(e.g., pros and cons, recommendations
for improvement, possible adaptation) of
materials (e.g., textbooks, CDs, DVDs).

e Participants will have group discussions
on readings and presentations.

e Participants will observe the teaching of
peer teachers and provide feedback.

Participants will conduct pre- and post-
program self-assessment using a list
provided by the program.

Participants will create an E-Portfolio
that documents their learning and
products created in the program.
Components of the E-Portfolio include
daily journals entries, unit/lesson plans,
material critiques, observation logs, a
self-assessment list, etc.

Content

Building Our Community Activity

Second Language Acquisition Principles
Overview of National Standards, State Standards,
and the Language Learning Continuum

STARTALK 2009
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Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

Teacher Curriculum Sample

Observation Protocol

Integration and community building activity for
whole group

Implications of OPI concepts for teaching and
learning using Understanding by Design
processes

Demonstration of student OPI-style interview
followed by peer debriefing of the interview and
rating process

Major concepts of assessment and its relationship
to the planning of effective instruction

Components of thematic unit and lesson design
Classroom management
Differentiated Instruction

Role of technology in Chinese-language
instruction

Technology in practice for teaching and computer
generated assessment tools

Useful websites and on-line resources

Facilitated unit/lesson design in teams by theme

Teach micro-lessons to high school students

Teacher credentialing pathways

What constitutes an effective Chinese language
program

Criteria and processes for selecting appropriate
textbooks and other instructional resources
Networking for professional development and
growth, professional organizations

Building positive community relations and
gaining support for Chinese language programs
Showecasing students’ performances
Community resources
Recognition/Acknowledgements of student and
teacher success

STARTALK 2009
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Teacher Curriculum Sample

Instructional Strategies

How will your program ensure that the following best practices are incorporated into your
program?

Strategies

Differentiate instruction based on
participant need

Provide mentoring and coaching

Provide opportunities to discuss and
examine cultural ways of learning and
teaching

Model meaningful interaction in the
target language

Model integration of language, culture
and content

Model use of authentic materials

Examples

Options will be provided to allow
participants to focus on areas that
specifically meet their diverse needs.
This will be accomplished by tiered and
mixed level grouping of teachers and
appropriate content areas and
instructional strategies relevant to the
participants’ teaching contexts.

Participants will provide daily feedback
on their reflective journals.

Dialogues, Venn Diagrams and other
graphic organizers will be used to
examine the differences and
similarities between the educational
experiences of the participants in the
program and the instructors’
background knowledge

When introducing the interpersonal
mode of communication,
communication gap activities will be
presented asking the students to
interview each other to successfully
complete both parts of ....

When introducing the interpretive
mode of communication, a children’s
storybook based on a cultural folk tale
will be used to look at ....

When introducing the use of authentic
materials, a poem that is widely known
in the culture will be used to show how
it can be adapted for novice,
intermediate and advanced levels.

STARTALK 2009
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Teacher Curriculum Sample

Materials & Other Resources

Describe the primary resources that you plan to use for the program.

Materials/Resources List

Required reading, including

textbook(s)
Realia /Authentic materials PEIERC(xT you ji) Monkey Go West
(a children’s storybook)
Multimedia P (yong bao) by Sun Ho
(a popular CD)

Links to relevant web sites and

annotations about the site e Centre for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign

Language at University of Oxford, UK
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/index.html

e ChinesePod
http://chinesepod.com

Free daily MP3 podcast lessons from a language
training service. Study activities: listen, review,
practice, and reinforce.

e LangSource
http://www.langsource.umd.edu/chinese.php

A database of language & culture resources

e Atomic Learning
http://movies.atomiclearning.com/k12/home

Web-based software training and curriculum
resources. Short, easy-to-understand tutorial
movies and a library of curriculum resources.
Subscription required.

e How to Podcast
http://www.how-to-podcast-tutorial.com/

Easy step-by-step tutorial for creating audio
content and for downloading podcasts to MP3
players (iPods). Free.

STARTALK 2009
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Teacher Curriculum Sample

e Copyright and Fair Use websites
http://www.edutopia.org/copyright-rules-
teachers

http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/copyright/

Other (please specify)

Technology Integration
If technology is part of your budget, how will that technology support teacher training?

Technological tools needed Explanation

A Computers The program will:

A PowerPoint e employ technology in nearly all components of

A Internet resources (e.g., program delivery;

~ YouTube, podcasts) e technology as a tool for instruction, assessment

A iTalk Pro and other and the management of instruction (grade book
digital equipment will be presented); and

e incorporate and model the use of relevant
website resources in both program delivery and
lesson development.

Participants will:

e search online for supplementary teaching and
learning materials;

e learn how to use iTalk Pro and other equipment
to create instructional materials and manage
instruction; and

¢ use PowerPoint to enhance classroom
instruction.

STARTALK 2009
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STARTALK 2009 Surveys

|. Student: Pre-program survey

Questions about Yourself
Instructions:

For each sentence, indicate if the sentence describes what you feel or what you do by filling in the circle
underneath the appropriate heading.

Click on the circle underneath strongly agree if the sentence describes exactly how you feel or exactly
what you do. Click on the circle underneath agree if strongly agree does not quite fit. Click on the circle
underneath disagree if the sentence does not describe how you feel or what you do. Click on the circle
underneath strongly disagree if you strongly disagree with the sentence or the sentence is the opposite
of how you feel or what you do.

1. Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree

| enjoy learning foreign languages. O] 0 0 0

| enjoy speaking in foreign languages. O] 0 0 0

| enjoy reading foreign languages. O] 0 0 0

| enjoy writing foreign languages. O] 0 0 0

2. Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree

| enjoy meeting and listening to o o o] 0

people who speak other languages.

| feel comfortable being around 0 0 0 0

people of different cultural or ethnic

backgrounds.

[ think that learning another language 0] 0] 0 0

will help me understand people who

are different from me..

| think it is important to learn about 0 0 0 0

other peoples and places.

Learning about other peoples and 0] 0 0 0

places will help me get along better

with people who are different from

me.

Learning a new language will help me 0] 0] 0 0

do better in school.

Learning a new language will help me 0 0] 0 0




get a better job in the future.

This fall, | plan to study the language 0 0] 0 0
that | learned this summer

3. Why did you decide to participate in the STARTALK summer program?

4. What jobs or careers are you interested in pursuing?

5. What kinds of classroom activities do you think would best help you learn a language?

[l. Student: Post-program survey

2009 student post-program survey

Dear Summer Language Program Student:

We are conducting this survey to find out how students in your summer language program feel
about the program and what you have learned. Your responses are very important to help us
improve the program in future years. The questionnaire consists of two parts:

1. On page 1, you will read some sentences and indicate how much you agree or disagree
with each sentence. Fill in only one circle per row.

2. On page 2, you will read some sentences and mark how much you agree or disagree
with each sentence. Then you will answer some open-ended questions about the
program. Each question is followed by some open space. Please write your response in
that open space.

Please answer all the questions in this survey as honestly as you can. We won't report your
answers in any way that could possibly identify you personally.

Thank you!
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Questions about Yourself
Instructions:

For each sentence, indicate if the sentence describes what you feel or what you do by filling in the circle
underneath the appropriate heading.

Click on the circle underneath strongly agree if the sentence describes exactly how you feel or exactly

what you do. Click on the circle underneath agree if strongly agree does not quite fit. Click on the circle
underneath disagree if the sentence does not describe how you feel or what you do. Click on the circle
underneath strongly disagree if you strongly disagree with the sentence or the sentence is the opposite

of how you feel or what you do.

1. Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
I enjoy learning foreign languages. 0 0 0 0
| enjoy speaking in foreign languages. 0 0 0 0
| enjoy reading foreign languages. 0 0 0 0
I enjoy writing foreign languages. 0 0 0 0
| spoke with my classmates in the 0 0 0 0
language we learned this summer,
even when we weren’t in class.
Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
| enjoy meeting and listening to 0 0 0 0
people who speak other languages.
| feel comfortable being around 0 0 0 0
people of different cultural or ethnic
backgrounds.
| think that learning another language 0 0 0 0
will help me understand people who
are different from me.
I think it is important to learn about 0 0 0 0
other peoples and places.
Learning about other peoples and 0 0 0 0
places will help me get along better
with people who are different from
me.
Learning a new language will help me 0 0] 0 0
do better in school.
Learning a new language will help me 0 0 0 0
get a better job in the future.
This fall, | plan to study the language 0 0 0 0
that | learned this summer
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Evaluation

Please evaluate your summer language learning experience

Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
My teacher taught the target 0 0 0 0
language very well.
The books we used in class were 0] 0] 0 0
helpful.
My teacher helped me to learn the 0 0 0 0
target language.
Learning a language during the 0 0 0 0
summer was a good experience.
| learned a lot of language this 0 0 0 0
summer.
The field trips we took were helpful 0 0 0 0
for my language learning.
Multimedia resources (computer, 0 0 0 0
Internet, videos, DVDs) were
available to help my learning.
Multimedia resources were useful in 0 0] 0 0

developing my language skills.

What did you like BEST about the program?

What did you like LEAST about the program?

1. Teacher: Pre-program survey

Demographic Background

1. What is your native language? (If you speak more than one language, select all that apply.)

___Arabic

__Chinese (including Mandarin, Cantonese, or any other dialect of Chinese)

__Hindi
__Persian
__Swahili
___Turkish
__Urdu




___English
__Other:

2. What is your cultural or ethnic background? (select all that apply)
__American Indian or Alaska Native

__Asian

__Black or African American

__Middle Eastern or Arab

___Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

___Hispanic or Latino

__ White

__No Response

__ Other:

3. Where were you born?
[drop down as before]

4. To which age group do you belong?
[drop down as before]

5. What is your gender?
__Male
___Female

6. In which state do you live?
[drop down as before]

Educational Background

1. What is your highest degree attained?
___Doctorate

___Master's

__Some graduate school

__Bachelor's (4yr) degree

___Associates or vocational (2yr) degree
___Some college

___High school

2. How did you learn the target language? (select all that apply)

___ My parents taught me to speak the target language

___ My parents taught me to read and write the target language

___lwent to elementary (grades K-6) school in a country where the target language was the language of
instruction

___lwent to secondary school (grades 7-12) in a country where the target language was the language of
instruction

___l'went to a university in a country where the target language was the language of instruction
__Istudied the target language in the U.S. (elementary, secondary, university)



__lattended a heritage/community school outside of regular school hours in the U.S.
__ | participate in study abroad to learn the target language

3. In the list below, select all of the languages that you speak or have studied for at least one year.
__Arabic

__Chinese (including Mandarin, Cantonese, or any other dialect of Chinese)
__English

___French

___German

___Hebrew

___Hindi

__Italian

___Japanese

___Korean

__Latin

___Persian

__Portuguese

__Russian

__Spanish

__Swahili

__Turkish

__Urdu

__Vietnamese
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Professional Background

1. Will you be teaching the target language this coming fall?
[yes, no, not sure]

2. How long have you taught each of the following languages?
Never, Less than 1 year, 1-4 years, 5-9 years, 10+ years
Arabic__

Chinese (including Mandarin, Cantonese, or any other

dialect of Chinese)
English__
French __
German
Hebrew
Hindi
ltalian
Japanese
Korean
Latin
Persian
Portuguese



Russian
Spanish
Swahili
Turkish
Udu__
Viethnamese
3. Have you taught the target language (Arabic/Chinese/Hindi/Persian/Swahili/Turkish/Urdu) in any of
the following education settings in the United States?

Post-secondary Education

__Post graduate

__4-year undergraduate

___2-year undergraduate/Community College
Public Schools

___Public Pre-K

___Public Elementary (grades K-5)
___Public Middle School (grades 6-8)
___Public High School (grades 9-12)
Private/Parochial (non-Heritage) Schools
__ Private Pre-K

__Private Elementary (grades K-5)
__Private Middle School (grades 6-8)
___Private High School (grades 9-12)
Heritage Schools

__Heritage Pre-K

__Heritage Elementary (grades K-5)
__Heritage Middle School (grades 6-8)
__Heritage High School (grades 9-12)
__Heritage Afterschool programs (any grades)
Other

___Adult non-degree program(s)
__Private tutoring

4. If you have taught the target language in the United States, in which state(s)?
[check box as before]

5. Are you certified by any state in the U.S. to teach the target language?
__Yes

__Notyet, but | plan to become certified
__No

6. Are you certified to teach any languages other than the target language?
__Yes

__Notyet, but | plan to become certified
__No



7. Do you have any teaching certifications for any subjects other than languages?
__Yes
__No

8. What is the extent of your training in language teaching? (select all that apply)
__I'have a degree in language education.

___I'have a degree in a specific language or literature

___I'have taken courses at the university level.

__ I have attended short-term workshops or institutes.

__lattended a STARTALK teacher training program during the summer of 2007.
__lattended a STARTALK teacher training program during the summer of 2008.

9. 1 am a member of the following professional associations

___African Language Teachers Association (ALTA)

___American Association of Teachers of Arabic (AATA)

__Chinese Language Teachers Association (CLTA)

__Chinese Language Association of Elementary-Secondary Schools (CLASS)
___American Association of Teachers of Persian

___American Association for Teachers of Turkic Languages (AATTL)
___American Association of Teachers of French

___American Association of Teachers of Spanish & Portuguese

__South Asian Language Teachers Association (SALTA)

___American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)
__American Translators Association

__Local organization (please spell out the name in full)
__ State organization (please spell out the name in full)
__Other (please spell out the name in full):
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Self-Assessment of Need

1. How important are each of the following skills for language teachers to know and apply in their
classrooms?

Very Important Less Not

Important Important Important
Approaches and Methods 0] 0 0 0
Curriculum and Lesson Design 0] 0 0 0
Instructional Planning and Strategies 0] 0 0 0
Materials Development and 0] 0] 0 0
Adaptation
Assessment O] O] 0 0
Structure of the target language and 0] 0] 0 0
pedagogical grammar




Second Language Acquisition 0 0 0 0

US Educational Systems and 0 0] 0 0
Classroom Management

Educational Technology

Reflective Practice and Leadership

oO|0|0
O|0|0O
O|0|0O
O|0|0o

Pathway to Certification

2. From this program, | expect to increase my knowledge of and skills in the following: (select all
that apply)
_ Approaches and Methods
_ Curriculum and Lesson Design
_ Instructional Planning and Strategies
_ Materials Development and Adaptation
_ Assessment
_ Structure of the target language and pedagogical grammar
_ Second Language Acquisition
_US Educational Systems and Classroom Management
_ Technology
_ Reflective Practice and Leadership
_ Pathway to Certification

3. From this program | am most interested in learning about: (select all that apply)
Curriculum and Materials
_Developing content-based instructional units
_ Developing instructional units that integrate language and culture
_ Setting reasonable expectations for students
_ Writing an effective lesson plan
_ Incorporating authentic materials and tasks into lessons

Instruction and Delivery

_ Conducting class in the target language (e.g., 80% of the time)

_ Providing instruction that makes the target language comprehensible to students
_ Encouraging students to use the target language in class

_ Providing students with appropriate feedback

_ Designing tasks that promote meaningful classroom interaction

_ Developing classroom tasks that use students’ prior knowledge

_ Grouping students in different ways (small group, pairs, full-class)

_ Employing real-life tasks that have students apply what they have learned in a
culturally appropriate manner

Assessment




_ Effectively using available technology and media to enhance learning
_ Developing assessments that reflect my teaching goals

_ Aligning assessments with standards

_ Collecting a variety of types of evidence of student learning

_ Using assessment on a regular basis to modify and improve instruction
_ Designing assessment tasks that simulate real-life use of language

_ Providing multiple ways for students to fulfill class expectations

_ Using students’ self-assessments and feedback to inform my teaching

IV. Teacher: Post-program survey
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Self-Assessment of Need

1. How important are each of the following skills for language teachers to know and apply in their
classrooms?

Very Important Less Not
Important Important Important
Approaches and Methods 0 0 0 0
Curriculum and Lesson Design 0 0 0 0
Instructional Planning and Strategies 0 0 0 0
Materials Development and 0] 0] 0 0
Adaptation
Assessment O] 0 0 0
Structure of the target language and 0] 0] 0 0
pedagogical grammar
Second Language Acquisition 0 0 0 0
US Educational Systems and 0] 0] 0 0
Classroom Management
Educational Technology 0 0 0 0
Reflective Practice and Leadership 0 0 0 0
Pathway to Certification 0 0 0 0

2. From this program, have increased my knowledge of and skills in the following: (select all that
apply)
_ Approaches and Methods
_ Curriculum and Lesson Design
_ Instructional Planning and Strategies




_ Materials Development and Adaptation

__ Assessment

_ Structure of the target language and pedagogical grammar
_ Second Language Acquisition

_US Educational Systems and Classroom Management

_ Technology

_ Reflective Practice and Leadership

_ Pathway to Certification

3. From this program was most interested in learning about: (select all that apply)
Curriculum and Materials
_Developing content-based instructional units
_ Developing instructional units that integrate language and culture
_ Setting reasonable expectations for students
_ Writing an effective lesson plan
_ Incorporating authentic materials and tasks into lessons

Instruction and Delivery

_ Conducting class in the target language (e.g., 80% of the time)

_ Providing instruction that makes the target language comprehensible to students
_ Encouraging students to use the target language in class

_ Providing students with appropriate feedback

_ Designing tasks that promote meaningful classroom interaction

_ Developing classroom tasks that use students’ prior knowledge

_ Grouping students in different ways (small group, pairs, full-class)

_ Employing real-life tasks that have students apply what they have learned in a
culturally appropriate manner

Assessment
_ Effectively using available technology and media to enhance learning
_ Developing assessments that reflect my teaching goals
_ Aligning assessments with standards
_ Collecting a variety of types of evidence of student learning
_ Using assessment on a regular basis to modify and improve instruction
_ Designing assessment tasks that simulate real-life use of language
_ Providing multiple ways for students to fulfill class expectations
_ Using students’ self-assessments and feedback to inform my teaching



Evaluation

1. Tell us about the program support

Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
The institution where we are housed o o O 0
supported our program.
The administrative leadership 0 0] 0 0
provided a strong level of support for
the program.
| was comfortable giving my opinions 0] 0] 0 0
on decisions that affect the program.
2. Next, tell us about the program organization
Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
| was kept informed about issues that 0 0] 0 0
affected program logistics.
Changes in the program were 0 0 0 0
communicated to my in a timely
fashion.
The goals of the program were clear. 0 0 0 0
The goals of the program were 0 0] 0 0
achieved.
The program had adequate language 0 0] 0 0
materials (e.g., books, CDs,
dictionaries).
The program had adequate 0 0 0 0
instructional resources (e.g.,
computers, overhead projectors,
supplies).
3. Next, tell us about the training you received
Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
The teacher trainers were interested o o 0 0
in helping me become a better
language teacher.
The teacher trainers were interested o o 0 0

in helping me become a better
language teacher.




The teacher trainers were 0o
knowledgeable about language
education and are a good resource
for information about program
implementation, materials, etc.

4. Next tell us about your plans for teaching Arabic/Chinese/Hindi/Persian/Swabhili/Turkish/Urdu

Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
| plan to become certified to teach 0] 0] 0] 0
Arabic/Chinese/Hindi/Persian/Swabhili/Turkish/Urdu
I would like to participate in another summer 0] 0] 0] 0
STARTALK teacher training program.
I would like to teach in a STARTALK summer 0 o o 0
language workshop.
After participating in this program, my confidence 0 0] 0] 0

in teaching Arabic/Chinese/Hindi/Persian/Swabhili/
Turkish/Urdu has increased

5. What were the best parts of the program?

6. What aspects of the program should be improved?




DURING YOUR PROGRAM
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Student Program Site Visit Checklist
Elementary School Programs

Program: Language:

Site Visitor:

INSTRUCTIONAL MANAGEMENT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

Instructional units and lesson plans have real world
language-performance goals.

Learning experiences are described in terms of language
functions and address the different communicative
modes — interpersonal, interpretive and presentational.

The various parts of the lesson connect in a coherent
way, building toward increased ability to understand or
express meaning on a given topic or theme.

The teacher engages all students.

The activities engage students, giving them a reason to
pay attention and be on task.

Activities take an appropriate amount of time
considering the age of the learner.

Activities alternate between high and low levels of
physical movement.

The physical environment of the classroom reflects the
language and cultures studied.



LANGUAGE USE

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

The teacher uses the target language almost exclusively
and sets the expectation that students also use the target
language.

The teacher uses a variety of strategies to make
language comprehensible.

The teacher avoids the use of translation by using verbal
and non-verbal strategies such as body language,
visuals, and circumlocution.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

The teacher uses visuals, concrete objects, hands-on
experiences, and context to present and practice new
vocabulary.

The teacher provides sufficient opportunities for
students to demonstrate their understanding of new
words and expressions before expecting production.

The teacher provides frequent, varied classroom
opportunities for students to use their language skills to
communicate in real world contexts. The teacher avoids
meaningless rote drills, ensuring that all practice is
meaning-based.

The teacher provides multiple, varied opportunities for
students to hear new words/expressions used in highly
visualized contexts that make meaning transparent.

If grammar is taught at grades 3 - 5, the teacher teaches
grammar as a tool for communication. It is not the
focus or goal of the course, unit, or lesson.

In every class session, the teacher provides pair and/or
group activities to engage students in communication for
meaningful interaction.



The teacher designs lessons that make connections to
other content areas in order to build upon previous
student knowledge and reinforce content across the
curriculum.

ASSESSMENT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

The teacher measures student language proficiency in a
variety of ways that focus on what students can do with
the language, not just what they know about it.

The teacher modifies instructional and assessment
strategies as a result of formative assessments.

The teacher provides opportunities for students to assess
their own language performance and cultural
competence as appropriate to the developmental level of
learners.

MATERIALS
Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident
The teacher uses a variety of instructional materials to
support language-learning objectives.
The teacher uses authentic materials, designing tasks
appropriate to the language proficiency of the learners.

The teacher and students use technology appropriately
to develop real world language and cultural
competencies.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

The classrooms/facility is conducive to learning.

The classroom/facility accommodates the variety of
learning activities.



The classrooms and/or facility are adequately furnished
with necessary equipment and materials.

The program gives a sense of a friendly and cohesive
learning community.

Comments:

COURSE MANAGEMENT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

Time is managed effectively.
Activities flow smoothly and in a logical sequence.

Comments:

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

ADMINISTRATION

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

The program director is on-site and actively involved in
the program.

There is adequate support staff to ensure the success of
the program.

Comments:

CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT WITH STARTALK STANDARDS

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident



The documents provided to site visitors illustrate that
the curriculum is Standards-, theory- and research-
based.

The program is aligned with the completed curriculum
template.

Comments:

PROGRAM FACILITY AND INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

The facilities are clean, safe, comfortable and conducive
to learning.

Comments:

SITEVISIT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

Site visitors were provided with the necessary program
materials.

Comments:

Summative Comments:
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Student Program Site Visit Checklist
Secondary and Post-Secondary Programs

Program:
Site visitor

PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION

INSTRUCTION
LANGUAGE USE & MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION

The teacher uses the target language almost exclusively.

The teacher uses a variety of strategies to make the target
language comprehensible.

Students use the target language in a variety of settings.

Comments:

CLASSROOM INTERACTION

All students are engaged and participate in classroom
activities.

Classroom interactions are meaningful and purposeful.

There are a variety of classroom interaction types, e.g.
student-to-student and student-to-teacher.

Teachers use a variety of feedback and questioning
strategies.

The teacher avoids the use of translation by using verbal
and non-verbal strategies such as body language, visuals,
and circumlocution.

Comments:

Language:

Clearly Somewhat
Evident Evident

Clearly Somewhat
Evident Evident

Not
Evident

Not
Evident



Clearly Somewhat

ACTIVITIES Evident Evident

Learning experiences address different communicative
modes—interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational.

Activities are aligned with unit and lesson objectives.

Grammar and vocabulary are learned through interesting
and engaging activities that focus on meaningful
communication.

There are pair, group and whole class activities that
promote meaningful interaction in the target language.

Activities are appropriate, relevant, and cognitively
challenging.

The teacher uses visuals, concrete objects, hands-on
experiences, and context to present and practice new
vocabulary.

The teacher provides sufficient opportunities for students
to demonstrate their understanding of new words and
expressions before expecting production.

The teacher provides students with an authentic purpose
for using words and phrases through the selected
instructional activities.

The teacher provides multiple, varied opportunities for
students to hear new words/expressions used in highly
visualized contexts that make meaning transparent.

Comments:

CULTURE Clearly Somewhat
Evident Evident

Culture is integrated with learning the target language.

Culture is learned through the examination of cultural
practices, products and perspectives.

Students have opportunities to examine their own
language and culture through the study of other
languages and cultures.

Comments:

Not
Evident

Not
Evident



MATERIALS & TECHNOLOGY

MATERIALS

A variety of materials is available and supports language

learning.

The teacher uses authentic materials, designing tasks
appropriate to the language proficiency of the learners.
The teacher uses a variety of instructional materials to
support language-learning objectives

Comments:

TECHNOLOGY

Technology, when available, is used as a tool for
language/culture instruction.

Comments:

ASSESSMENT

Students are assessed in a variety of ways throughout the

program.

The teacher collects evidence of student learning beyond
using pencil and paper tasks.

The students are using LinguaFolio as an assessment

tool.

Comments:

Clearly Somewhat
Evident Evident

Clearly Somewhat
Evident Evident

Clearly Somewhat
Evident Evident

Not
Evident

Not
Evident

Not
Evident



LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

The classrooms/facility is conducive to learning.

The classroom/facility accommodates a variety of
learning and cultural activities.

The classrooms and/or facility are adequately furnished
with necessary equipment and materials.

The program gives a sense of a friendly and cohesive
learning community.

Comments:

COURSE MANAGEMENT

Time is managed effectively.
Activities flow smoothly and in a logical sequence.

Comments:

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

ADMINISTRATION

The program director is on-site and actively involved in
the program.

There is adequate support staff to ensure the success of
the program.

Comments:

Clearly
Evident

Clearly
Evident

Clearly
Evident

Somewhat
Evident

Somewhat
Evident

Somewhat
Evident

Not
Evident

Not
Evident

Not
Evident



CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT WITH STARTALK STANDARDS

Clearly | Somewhat
Evident Evident

The documents provided to site visitors illustrate that
the curriculum is Standards-, theory- and research-
based.

The program is aligned with the completed curriculum
template.

Comments:

PROGRAM FACILITY AND INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

Clearly Somewhat
Evident Evident

The facilities are clean, safe, comfortable and conducive
to learning.

Comments:

SITEVISIT

Clearly Somewhat
Evident Evident

Site visitors were provided with the necessary program
materials.

Comments:

Summative Comments:

Not
Evident

Not
Evident

Not
Evident
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Teacher Training Program Site Visit Checklist

Program: Language:
Site Visitor:

PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION

CONTENT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

Content taught matches proposed content.
Course content matches expressed objectives.

There is an appropriate balance of theory and practice.

Comments:

INSTRUCTION

Clearly | Somewhat Not

DELIVERY AND CLASSROOM INTERACTION ; . )
Evident Evident Evident

The language of instruction used is appropriate for the course
and the participants.

Instructional strategies are appropriate for- and meet the needs
of the participants.

The instructor uses a variety of means of instruction, not just
lecture.

Research-based instructional practices (e.g. techniques and
strategies) are modeled or demonstrated.

There are periodic checks for understanding.

Comments:



Clearly | Somewhat Not

ACTIVITIES Evident Evident | Evident

Activities foster understanding of course content and
pedagogical skill development.

Participants experience learning activities they are expected to
provide their students.

A variety of activities address participants' learning needs,
styles, and cultural ways of learning.

Activities incorporate a range of learning and interaction
configurations: individual, and pair and small group
collaboration.

Participants have opportunities to collaborate in learning and
applying course content.

Participants are given opportunities to do some type of
demonstration teaching.

Comments:

Clearly | Somewhat Not

COMMUNICATION Evident Evident | Evident

Communication in the classroom is effective, clear and
comprehensible.

Participants' input is elicited, valued and seriously considered.

Interactions are varied: among participants and between the
instructor and participants

Comments:

MATERIALS & TECHNOLOGY

Clearly | Somewhat Not

MATERIALS Evident Evident | Evident

Materials are current, appropriate and relevant.

Materials are aligned to objectives and content of the proposal.
Materials are well-organized.

Comments:



TECHNOLOGY

Technology is readily available and accessible to instructors

and participants.

Technology used facilitates instruction and learning.

Comments:

ASSESSMENT

There is clear and consistent alignment of assessment with
program and course goals and objectives as stated in program

template.

Participants have opportunities to demonstrate their newly
gained knowledge and skills through a variety of assessment

tools.

Participants are encouraged to assess their own progress.

Comments:

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

The classrooms/facility is conducive to learning.

The classroom/facility accommodates the variety of learning

activities.

The classrooms and/or facility are adequately furnished with
necessary equipment and materials.

The program gives a sense of a friendly and cohesive learning

community.

Comments:

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident Evident

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident



COURSE MANAGEMENT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

Time is managed effectively.
Activities flow smoothly and in a logical sequence.

Comments:

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

ADMINISTRATION

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

The program director is on-site and actively involved in the
program.

There is adequate support staff to ensure the success of the
program.

Comments:

CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT WITH STARTALK STANDARDS

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident | Evident

The documents provided to site visitors illustrate that the
curriculum is Standards-, theory- and research-based.

The program is aligned with the completed curriculum
template.

Comments:



PROGRAM FACILITY AND INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident Evident

The facilities are clean, safe, comfortable and conducive to
learning.

Comments:

SITEVISIT

Clearly | Somewhat Not
Evident Evident Evident

Site visitors were provided with the necessary program
materials.

Comments:

Summative Comments:



Linguafolio

Learn more about STARTALK and Linguafolio here:
http://www.slideshare.net/falsgraf/linguafolio-v2

The LinguaFolio is a document in which those who are learning or have learned a
language at school or outside of school can record and reflect on their language learning
and cultural experiences. It is a tool that should accompany language learning
throughout life and is suitable for documenting language abilities for various uses.

1.) Language Passport

The Passport is an overview of your experiences and ability with different languages. It
records formal qualifications and diplomas as well as self assessments and can be
updated frequently.

The Passport includes:

A A summary of language learning and intercultural experiences or language
courses outside of school

Summer study, academies, or camps

Contact with speakers of the language

A self-assessment grid and global scale

A linguistic profile

> > >

2.)Language Biography

The Biography is a record of your personal language learning history that helps to
evaluate your learning goals and to reflect on your language learning and cultural
experiences.

The Biography includes:

A Learning goal: why you are learning language(s) and which language skills
are most important to you

A Language history list of language learning experiences and dates

A Significant language learning and intercultural experiences

A Current linguistic priorities including self-assessment checklist

3.)Dossier

The Dossier is a collection of samples of work and certificates chosen by you to
document and illustrate your language skills, experiences, and achievements. It can be
used to demonstrate your language abilities to others.

The Dossier includes:

A Samples of written work and projects
A Certificates that indicate language skills



A
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Video and/or audio recordings
Reports from tutors

LinguaFolio is intended to

p—N

encourage the learning of all languages

emphasize the value of knowing many languages' plurilingualism and
pluriculturalism

contribute to global understanding

promote autonomous learning and the ability to assess one's skills
facilitate articulation among language programs based on a clear and
commonly accepted description of language proficiency (high school to
university, or transfer of students within school districts)

serve as a tool to assess language learning

recognize and value heritage languages

promote language learning as a lifelong endeavor

LinguaFolio helps learners

evaluate and describe their language proficiency in clear and simple terms
document and reflect on their language learning inside and outside school
and on their intercultural experiences

inform others about their proficiency in different languages (when changing
schools, starting a language course, participating in an exchange program,
applying for a job)

set personal language learning objectives and map out ways to achieve them
(cultivating community experiences, listening to music, using the Web)

LinguaFolio helps educators, schools, and other institutions

A

> > >

recognize the needs and motivation of learners and to help them set learning
goals

develop programs based on learner strengths and needs

obtain information about the learner’s previous experiences with languages
evaluate and document performance in a variety of ways

connect US standards and performance guidelines to the internationally
accepted Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
describe their language programs and produce evidence of language
learning experiences

LinguaFolio helps businesses and community employers

A

acknowledge language proficiency of their employees or job applicants and
utilize better their language abilities



Self-assessment Checklist for:

Person’s Name

Novice High

Use this checklist to record what you think you can do. In the blank rows, you can add to
the list. In the columns to the right, indicate your proficiency by marking what you can do
easily and well in column 1. You can use column 2 to indicate your goals.

You will determine your proficiency level for each skill. If you have over 80% of the
items checked for a particular skill, you have probably achieved the Novice High level
for that skill. Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of proficiency.
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Reading

I can get information | need on familiar topics.

* | can comprehend information from advertisements,
brochures, lists, menus, and schedules.

» | can comprehend personal notes, emails, and postcards.

I can understand everyday notices in public places.
« | can follow directions and instructions.

I can identify the purpose of and information needed on
applications and forms.

« | can comprehend forms (e.g. school registration, international
student identification application, hotel registration, driver’s
license).

I can follow short written instructions and directions supported
by visuals.

* | can use an ATM machine.

* | can purchase stamps from a machine.

* | can make an online purchase.

I can understand the main idea and a few details in texts | read.
* | can read short stories, short plays, and poems and identify
the main ideas when supported by visuals.

* | can read comics and follow the story line.

* | can comprehend short descriptions or reviews in TV or
entertainment guides.

I can understand basic facts and information from nonfiction
texts, especially with help from pictures or graphs.

* | can read parts of the newspaper related to my interest and
identify the main ideas (e.g. sports, entertainment).

* | can locate and comprehend Internet sites related to my
interest and identify the main content.




Self-assessment Checklist for: Intermediate Low
Person’s Name

Use this checklist to record what you think you can do. In the blank rows, you can add to
the list. In the columns to the right, indicate your proficiency by marking what you can do
easily and well in column 1. You can use column 2 to indicate your goals.

You will determine your proficiency level for each skill. If you have over 80% of the
items checked for a particular skill, you have probably achieved the Intermediate Low
level for that skill. Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of
proficiency.
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Reading

I can understand messages such as an email or letter in which
the writer tells or asks me about topics of interest.

I can find and use familiar information for practical purposes.

* | can read a movie review and comprehend the plot in order to
decide whether or not to see it.

* | can read a restaurant review to guide my choice.

* | can read a travel brochure or Internet site to determine a
travel destination.

I can access information from Internet sources.

* | can use this information to guide my travel plans.
* | can use blogs and wikis to become informed about
individuals and current events.

I can use information from a variety of sources to guide my
plans and needs related to my studies and job.

* | can comprehend job descriptions, online course syllabi, and
job opportunities.

* | can comprehend online information to support my research
and studies.

I can comprehend short literary texts with support.
* | can identify the main idea and a sequenced plot.




Self-assessment Checklist for: Intermediate Mid
Person’s Name

Use this checklist to record what you think you can do. In the blank rows, you can add to
the list. In the columns to the right, indicate your proficiency by marking what you can do
easily and well in column 1. You can use column 2 to indicate your goals.

You will determine your proficiency level for each skill. If you have over 80% of the
items checked for a particular skill, you have probably achieved the Intermediate Mid
level for that skill. Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of
proficiency.
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Reading

I can understand information in virtual communities on topics

of interest.

» | can comprehend a variety of texts found online.

I can understand the main idea and some details from articles
about world events (e.g. elections, the Olympics, the
environment).

* | can comprehend texts related to issues of global importance
such as health and nutrition, environment, and scientific
discoveries.

* | can comprehend human interest sources and texts related to
improving quality of life.

* | can comprehend :

I can understand short literary selections with support.

* | can predict what may happen.

* | can make up an ending.

* | can sequence and illustrate the content.

* | can use a graphic organizer to organize, summarize, and
analyze the content.

* | can identify the author’s perspective.

« | can identify the historical and cultural context of the text.




Self-assessment Checklist for: Intermediate High
Person’s Name

Use this checklist to record what you think you can do. In the blank rows, you can add to
the list. In the columns to the right, indicate your proficiency by marking what you can do
easily and well in column 1. You can use column 2 to indicate your goals.

You will determine your proficiency level for each skill. If you have over 80% of the
items checked for a particular skill, you have probably achieved the Intermediate High
level for that skill. Each skill should be assessed separately to identify level of
proficiency.
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Reading

I can demonstrate understanding of online communication on a
wide variety of topics.

* | can identify the author’s point of view and support
arguments (e.g. blog).

* | can compare and contrast cultural perspectives of various
national and international media.

* | can identify historical, political, and social aspects of an
issue.

I can find and use needed information from multiple sources for
a research task.

* | can use and include multiple online resources to support a
research report.

* | can read and recognize a variety of points of view and
reconcile the results.

I can understand the main idea and many details in literary texts
such as poems, stories, plays, and short novels.

* | can compare and contrast characters and events.

« | can comprehend the historical and cultural context of the
literary genre.

* | can comprehend author voice and author intent.

* | can identify symbolism, metaphor, and other literary devices.









