STARTALK Program Curriculum Template

Theme: What is Beauty





Target Proficiency Level :

Number of Hours:

Designed by: Jennifer Eddy and Naji Jaber
Brief Description of Program

Students will use culturally authentic works (texts, works of art, media, and

evidence presented in cultural history) to identify, compare and contrast, discuss preferences, and design presentations relating to beauty as appropriate to cultural ideals. Aspects of physical, personality, and beauty found in nature will be discussed as well as how perceptions of beauty have changed over time.

What Enduring Understandings are Desired:
Students will understand

· That cultural perspectives determine ideas about beauty

· That media, art and cultural history inform us about concepts of beauty

· That our concepts of beauty and perspectives change over time

What Essential Questions Will Guide this Program and Focus Teaching/Learning:
· What is beauty?

· How is our concept of beauty influenced by the media?

· How do the arts influence our idea of beauty?

· How does cultural history play a role in our perception of beauty?

· How can we compare characteristics of beauty between cultures? 

Standards/Goals:

Major Standards:

Supporting Standards:
Content:
What we want students to know and understand

Knowledge:
· Vocabulary related to internal, external aspects of beauty as well as beauty in nature

· Structures to express opinion, likes/dislikes, preferences

· Structures to express comparison and contrast

· Vocabulary related to arts, media, cultural history

Key Vocabulary: Vocabulary related to arts, media, cultural history

Skills:
students will be able to
· discuss how the arts, media, and cultural history influences the concept of beauty, both in the US and Arab culture

· ask for and give opinions about beauty

· compare and contrast characteristics and standards of beauty between the two cultures

· describe ideals of beauty of people and of nature and how perceptions have changed over time
Connections to Other Disciplines: fine arts, literature, poetry, history, cultural geography and anthropology, social studies
Technology Integration:
Assessments:
Performance tasks
· You are visiting your friend in an Arab country, comparing the concept of physical, personal, and natural beauty from both American and Arab cultural perspectives 

· Interpretive mode: you will read an article that focuses on beauty, stule and perspectives in the Arab world

· Using a graphic organizer, compare how media, arts, and cultural history present or influence concepts of beauty. 

· Presentational Mode: Based on the characteristics you and your partner talked about, prepare a set of beauty standards: physical, personal and environmental. Your choices will be to:
a) write an illustrated article

b) produce a web page 

c) produce a video or 
d) create a poster on the elements of “beauty”
· Additional Tasks:  
· Recite selected poems or proverbs for native speaker aloud
· Compose a short poem on beauty incorporating the main elements of beauty in the Arab culture. Include personal beauty and beauty of nature.

Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Work Samples


Unprompted Evidence (observations, dialogues)


Can do Statements From Linguafolio 

I can categorize words, main ideas and details about beauty from videos, works of
 art, and articles


I can organize ideas comparing characteristics of beauty between cultures


I can express opinion about beauty


I can agree and disagree on beauty ideals


I can write a list of beauty standards in the Arab culture


I can present beauty standards in print or video


I can recite proverbs on beauty and compose a poem on beauty in my world
Required Resources:
Audiotapes, videotapes, proverbs, magazines, internet
Differentiation of Instruction:
Instructional Strategies:
What do they already know that will help them learn new information?  
Physical and social characteristics
Links to relevant web sites:

Sub-theme/unit

Lessons that support the subtheme/unit:

