Sample Novice-Low Curriculum Unit for Chinese
Theme: The Olympics – One Word, One Dream
Target Proficiency Level: 



Novice-Low to Novice-Mid

 
Number of Hours: 20 to 25 hours
Designed by: Weil-ling Wu and Dali Tan
Brief Description of Program 
In the Olympics unit, Novice-Low to Novice-Mid students will research issues related to the unit theme through three-mode communication activities in the following contexts:
· years, places and countries of recent Olympic Games
· images of the Olympics
· personal preferences
· sports in which students participate
What Enduring Understandings are Desired:
Students will understand:
We live in a diverse but increasingly interrelated world, in which unity, friendship, and cooperation comprise the true spirit of sports competition.
What Essential Questions Will Guide this Program and Focus Teaching/Learning?
· To what extent or in what ways are the Olympics special and important?
· How is the concept of “One World, One Dream” demonstrated by the Olympics?
· What does the Olympics mean to me and how does Olympics relate to my life?
National Foreign Language Standards:
  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2; 3.1; 4.1,4.2,5.1
Content: 
Knowledge:
· Basic facts about some Olympic Games (year, place, Olympic Rings, mascots, pictograms of sport icons…)

· The five elements of  nature

· Names of sports
Key Linguistic Structures/Grammar and Vocabulary:

1.
Key Structures/Grammar:

我叫 ……
我姓 ……
我是 ……。
他是中国人。
我 …… 岁。
这是……
北京在中国。
我喜欢 ……

我爱 ……
我会 ……
The word order for 年月日
…… 是 …… 的 (for identifying color)

......很 ….. (可爱，好看)

他在打篮球。
…… 打篮球打得 …… (for describing how well someone plays a sport)
你是美国人吗？
你是哪国人？
你叫什么名字？
你喜欢什么运动？
…… 在哪儿？

…… 在做什么？

…… 打篮球打得怎么样？
2.
Key Vocabulary
Numbers: 1 to 100 
我， 你， 他， 她， 我们的， 你们的，他们的，都，也， 
奥林匹克，中国 ，美国，希腊，澳大利亚，韩国，加拿大，北京

年，月，日，
地图，地球， 英雄，运动，运动员，学生，朋友
福娃，贝贝， 晶晶，欢欢，迎迎，妮妮

红，黄，蓝，白，黑，绿

金，木，水，火，土

火娃，熊猫，鱼，藏羚羊，吉祥鸟
大，中，小，快，高，好，强
同一个世界，同一个梦想
Names of major sports 
Skills: 
· Locate countries that have hosted Olympic games on a Chinese map of the world.
· Talk about the 2008 Olympics mascots and their meanings.
· Talk about common sports American students participate in
· Interpret the pictograms for sport icons and tell personal preferences

· Present basic facts about the Olympics

· Identify 2008 mascots’ names in Chinese characters.
· List sports events and write the dates in characters.
Connections to Other Disciplines: 
· Geography: map skills

· History: past Olympic Games
· Physical Education: sports 

· Fine art: artistic design

· Music: Olympic theme song
Technology Integration: 
· Power point presentations, videos and internet research on the Olympics and related topics.
Assessments: 
Performance tasks
· Map labeling in Chinese

· Simple presentations on
a. the date and place of the 2008 Olympics and the sporting events that will take place

b. My Olympic Hero

· Talking with a classmate about a favorite Fuwa
· Identifying Fuwas’ names in the Chinese website of the 2008 Olympics
(http://www.beijing2008.cn/spirit/symbols/mascots/n214067075.shtml)
· Making a schedule for sports activities in characters
Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Work Samples

· Vocabulary quizzes
· Listening comprehension 

· Posters on the Olympics Games

· Posters that uses five colors to symbolize a connected world

· Pamphlets on the five elements of nature in the community

Unprompted Evidence (observations, dialogues)
· Classroom participation
· Performances in guessing games, interviews, and presentations
Can Do Statements from Linguafolio 
I can

· understand and answer simple questions and give simple responses;
· identify people’s names;
· exchange simple descriptions of what people look like;
· use and say numbers in simple situations;
· express what I like and do not like;
· name activities and times in my daily schedule;
· locate places on maps;
· understand and make lists in Chinese; and
· understand the purpose of simple everyday materials.
Required Resources:
· A map of the world in Chinese, and a globe

· Pictures or souvenirs, and images of 2008 Olympics (rings, mascots and pictograms)

· CD of the Olympic theme song

· Computer with internet connection

· Posters, color markers, color construction paper

Differentiation of Instruction:
· To meet the needs of different learning style, new language items are presented with various forms of assistance, such as visual aids, written language (pinyin and characters), body movements, audio tapes, videos and manipulatives. 
· Students of different abilities in the same class have the flexibility to adjust or surpass the expectations for learning tasks so that every student can maximize his/her growth and individual success.
Instructional Strategies:
· Scaffolding 

· Teacher student interaction through questions and classroom discussions
· Pair work and group work

· Dialogues and presentations
· Role playing

· Hands on activities 
· Games and competitions

· Video watching and music appreciation

· Self-assessment
What do they already know that will help them learn new information?  

· Common knowledge of general geographic features, such as names and locations of countries
· The world’s interest in the 2008 Olympics that will serve as the motivation of this unit
· Basic knowledge about sports

Links to relevant web sites:
· http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/index_uk.asp (numbers and maps for the Olympics)
· http://www.beijing2008.cn/spirit/symbols/mascots/n214067075.shtml (five Fuwa)
· http://www.olympic.org/uk/sports/index_uk.asp (Olympic sports)
· http://en.beijing2008.cn/63/32/column212033263.shtml (Olympic Pictograms)
Lessons that support the unit: 
Activities for Essential Question 1 
To what extent or in what ways are the Olympics special and important?

· Use numbers and maps for the Olympics.  (Choose three past Olympic Games; label the host countries on a map with each country’s name and the year it hosted an Olympics.)  (http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/index_uk.asp)
· Present interesting or important numbers for the Olympics. (Create a poster with visuals to show the total number of Olympic Games, the total countries that have hosted Olympics, the number of Olympic Rings, etc.)
Activities for Essential Question 2

How is the concept of “One World, One Dream ” demonstrated by the Olympics?

· Meet the five Fuwa (Chinese mascots).  (Talk about the colors, animals, and symbols of the Fuwa. Color pictures or make puppets of the Fuwa.) (http://en.beijing2008.cn/spirit/beijing2008/ graphic/n214068254.shtml)
· Guess which Fuwa I am (Describe the special features of one of the Fuwa and ask the other students to guess which one you’re describing.)
· See the world in five colors.  (Create a poster with the Chinese title: 同一个世界 “One World.”  Use the Olympic Rings, Fuwa, and national flags of different countries to create a poster that symbolize the world harmony in colors.)
· Guess the sport. (Interpret the pictograms of 2008 Olympics sport icons.) (http://www.olympic.org/uk/sports/index_uk.asp)

· Compare the pictograms developed for different countries. (How are the Olympic Pictograms over the years similar to and different from each other?) (http://en.beijing2008.cn/63/32/column212033263.shtml)
· Make a presentation: My Olympic Hero. (Choose an Olympic champion whom you consider a hero and make a presentation with visuals.)
Activities for Essential Question 3 
What does the Olympics mean to me and how does Olympics relate to my life?

· Create a pamphlet:  The Five Elements in my Community.  (Make a five-page pamphlet with each page for one of the five elements of nature. For each element, create a collage of pictures labeled in Chinese characters that you can identify in your community, e.g., pictures and characters of a river, tap water, and a bottle of water for the element of “water.”)   

· Interview one of your classmates about his or her favorite sport.
A Culminating Event:   
The Olympic Parade at _______________ (the name of the summer camp)
1.
Preparation for the event:  
· The class decides how many countries will be at the parade and select a famous athlete to represent each chosen country

· Each student takes the role of a famous athlete and makes a flag, a sign, and/or a simple piece of costume that represent his/her country.  Students need to have their countries’ names shown in Chinese characters on the sign or on a name tag.

· Two students are chosen to be TV hosts and prepare questions for the TV interviews.

2.  At the parade

· Two TV hosts sit at the teacher’s desk, which is turned into a TV stand.

· Students representing famous athletes from different countries walk in a parade, passing the TV stand, greeting  the TV hosts and shouting out their countries’ names.

3.   A group TV interview after the parade

· Divide the class into two groups.  Each of the two TV reporters interviews a group.  The TV reporters ask the athletes questions about their names and nationalities.  The athletes say a few words about what sports they like to do and how well they play that sport.
4. Create a Hall of Honors

· The class will put together a Hall of Honors on a wall in the classroom.  It will include all the athletes in the parade with their photos, national flags, and simple sentences about them in Chinese characters.

