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STARTALK Student Program Curriculum Template

Theme:
The Olympics


Target Proficiency Level: Intermediate mid/high
Number of Hours:  25 hours 
Designed by:   Rosanne Zeppieri
Brief Description of Program 
This unit is designed for high school heritage speakers of Chinese. They will explore the Olympics taking place in China during the summer of 2008. In doing so, they will learn about the history of the games, the athletes and their status with the Chinese people, the important places and monuments in Beijing, preparations that the government has made to host the games and the visitors, the environmental issues that have arisen and possible solutions. As a culminating project, the students will organize and run “Olympic trials” for students in the beginning and continuing classes in the Princeton/West Windsor-Plainsboro/Rutgers summer camp.

What Enduring Understandings are Desired:
Students will understand that:
How a culture identifies hero and celebrity status speaks to the core values of that culture. 
It is not necessary to know all the words in order to understand the main ideas and details of what someone says or writes in another language. By using comprehension strategies, it is possible to infer meaning and author intent. 

It is important to listen and observe actively when learning another language. Often, speakers convey meaning through body language, gestures, and voice. 

When expressing ideas, it is necessary to consider both the language and the impact on the audience in order to maintain listener’s attention.


What Essential Questions Will Guide this Program and Focus Teaching/Learning:
How does the Chinese culture classify heroes and celebrities?  How is that similar or different from the American culture?

How can I decipher important ideas when native speakers and writers communicate? What strategies do I need? 
How can I communicate successfully with native speakers when I need clarification or additional information?

How can I make myself understood in front of an audience?  
Standards/Goals:

Major Standards:

1.1 1.2 1.3

2.1 2.2

3.1 3.2

Supporting Standards:

4.1 4.2
5.2

Content:
Students will know:
· Comparative expressions

· Expressions to give opinions

· Expressions to indicate time and place

· Place names

· Directional expressions

· Commands

· Vocabulary describing environmental problems/solutions

· Personal identity vocabulary

· Fitness vocabulary

· Sports vocabulary

· Expressions for injuries/remedies

· Vocabulary to name and describe Olympic symbols

Skills:
Students will be able to:
· Compare similarities and differences between ancient Olympic Games and the present contest taking place in Beijing
· Identify and discuss monuments and important places in Beijing

· Follow and give directions to and from Olympic sites in Beijing
· Explain preparations made by the Chinese government for the Olympic Games

· Identify environmental issues related to prior Olympics and describe the solutions implemented

· Express opinions

· Defend opinions

· Narrate in major time frames

· Describe fitness routines, sports, and expressions for injuries
· Suggest remedies 

· Identify Olympic symbols 

· Describe their significance for the Chinese people

Connections to Other Disciplines:
· Geography: map skills

· History: past Olympic Games

· Physical Education: sports 

· Health: Physical fitness, injuries and remedies

· Language Arts: Comprehension strategies, process writing, presentational speaking

Technology Integration:

· Online research, scanning of Chinese language newspapers and television reports

· Photo Story presentation of Olympic venues in China 

· Email exchange 

· Podcasts to ‘teach” fitness/training routines

· Creating of a webpage to post information for the Olympic trials
Assessments:
What evidence will show that students understand and can perform?

Performance tasks
· Interpersonal tasks


· Scenarios while visiting China to attend the Olympic Games: asking for and giving directions; making purchases (food, souvenirs, gifts);
· Email exchanges to gather information about the Olympics and the preparations

· Interpretive tasks

· Online research of prior and present Olympic games 

· Scanning newspapers for information

· Listening to podcasts and radio broadcasts

· Presentational tasks

· Brochures for visitors to the Olympics

· Podcast of an interview with a prominent Chinese athlete competing in the Olympic games

· iMovie demonstrating healthy eating and fitness routines to prepare for Olympic competitions

Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Work Samples

Because the program lasts for two weeks, there will be no formal quizzes and tests.
Unprompted Evidence (observations, dialogues)

Teachers will assess learners using rubric for interpersonal speaking/writing, interpretive reading, and presentational speaking and writing. The pre-advanced rubrics can be accessed online at the following address: 
http://flenj.org/CAPS/?page=147
Simultaneously, students will self-assess daily as they write journal entries describing their learning using “Can do statements” from Linguafolio.
Can do Statements From Linguafolio 

Interpersonal Speaking
· I can take an active part in spontaneous discussions in familiar and many unfamiliar contexts, expressing and explaining my views.

Interpretive Listening
· I can understand extended speaking and follow discussions that are based on a variety of topics, even those unfamiliar to me.

· I can understand most TV/radio programs and the story line of feature films.

Interpretive Reading

· I can understand magazine and newspaper articles, recognizing the writer’s viewpoints.

Presentational Speaking

· I can present clear and detailed descriptions on a range of topics related t my experiences and interests.

· I can present and justify my viewpoint on an issue,

· I can give a presentation and respond to audience questions.

Presentational Writing

· I can write clear and detailed descriptions and narrations of paragraph length about personal experiences and topics of general interest, giving reasons in support or against a particular point of view.
Required Resources:
· Map of China
· Map of Beijing

· Internet connectivity and available iBooks

· Realia from the China including the Olympic dolls, tickets, brochures, maps of the Olympic village
Differentiation of Instruction:
· Project-based learning appealing to the multiple intelligences 
· Learning tasks that are open-ended enabling students at different proficiency levels opportunities to make legitimate contributions as well as to advance their skills  
· Benchmark lessons to introduce concepts, structures, communication strategies
· Mini lessons to support and/or extend leaning for students at different proficiency levels
· Learning stations for small group practice, clarification, and cementing of learning
Instructional Strategies:
· Surrounding learners with Chinese language by establishing and maintaining a target language environment from the outset
· Pre-assessing language proficiency and content knowledge through brainstorming, semantic mapping, concept mapping, quick writes

· Planning and implementing learning stations for practice and refinement of language skills

· Extending language production through questioning strategies that demand details, opinions, evaluations
· Cooperative learning strategies including the following techniques: Think/Pair/Share, surveys, Jigsaw reading, Numbered Heads
What do they already know that will help them learn new information?  
(May be assessed with surveys, background info given at the beginning of the course or a review of past work that the student presents)

Links to relevant web sites:

· http://chinasite.com/Sports/Sports.html (variety of sports, Olympics past and present)
· http://www.beijing.gov.cn/ (Beijing)
· http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/china.htm (online newspapers in Chinese)
· http://www.multilingualbooks.com/online-radio-chinese.html (Internet radio broadcasts in Chinese)
· http://www.beelinetv.com/  (free online television in Chinese)
· http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/index_uk.asp (numbers and maps for the Olympics)
· http://www.beijing2008.cn/spirit/symbols/mascots/n214067075.shtml (five Fuwa)

· http://www.olympic.org/uk/sports/index_uk.asp (Olympic sports)
· http://en.beijing2008.cn/63/32/column212033263.shtml (Olympic Pictograms)

Sub-theme(s)/unit(s)

The program may consist of one or more sub-themes/unite

Lessons that support the subtheme/unit:

Daily instructional plan
Set the context and present the essential unit question:

· Using online and print resources, students investigate an Olympic athlete from a prior game (personal identity information, athletic successes/failures, contributions to society)

· Using a talk show format, students share information about the athletes and discuss whether they are “heroes” or “celebrities” and why

· Present the unit essential question: How does the Chinese culture classify heroes and celebrities?  How is that similar or different from the American culture?

· Use this question to focus on the 2008 Summer Olympic Games in Beijing.

Working in small groups, students investigate aspects of 2008 games:

· History of the games; similarities and differences between ancient games and present day competition

· Preparations by the Chinese government to accommodate the games

· Olympic venues/architecture

· Transportation

· Environmental problems/solutions

· Significance of Olympic symbols and the ways they reflect both the Olympic spirit and the Chinese culture

· Rings

· Dolls

· Emblem

· Slogan

· Athletes; each student selects a Chinese athlete competing in the games and gives daily “reports’ on that person’s progress and actions by creating a Face Book page

· Personal identify information

· Health and fitness routine

· Memorable moments in his/her life

· Hero or celebrity

· Predictions about his/her performance during the games

Interpretive Tasks:

· Reading articles on the official Olympic site 

http://www.beijing2008.cn/index.shtml to gather information for learning tasks

· Scanning newspapers/magazines to find out how the preparations are proceeding for the games, environmental issues that have arisen and continue to present problems, and additional information on athletes

    http://www.allyoucanread.com/newspapers.asp?id=P1245

    http://www.fhy.net/ (Chinese magazine)

Interpersonal tasks:
· Interviews with Chinese athletes

· Socratic Circle to discuss environmental issues

· Debate on the qualities that athletes represent and their impact on society

Presentational tasks:

· Short biographies of athletes

· Posters/brochures/PowerPoint presentations of the Olympic venues

· Timeline of the history of the Olympics

· Video of Memorable Moments in Olympic history
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