Sample Novice-Mid Curriculum Unit for Spanish
Unit Theme:
Geography of Central America and the products and perspectives  of the people of Central America





Proficiency Level of Unit: Novice Mid to Novice High
Number of Hours for Unit: 20 Hours
Designed by: Glastonbury Public Schools
Brief Description of Unit (including curricular context and goals) 
The Central America Geography unit is the introduction to an overarching theme of the Americas.  Novice mid students will continue on the themes covered at the novice level: locating, naming, and identifying countries of the Caribbean and States in the United States connected to the Explorers Unit.

The students will 
· review the continents,
· identify, name, and locate general landforms of Central America,
· understand how climate, elevation, and natural landforms have an affect on political boundaries, 
· discover why certain locations are/are not habitable, 
· develop a basic understanding of the concept of culture, and

· compare the cultures of different geographical regions of Central America.

What Enduring Understandings are Desired:
· Some boundaries are due to landforms. 

· The environment affects where people choose to live. 
· Geography influences the ways people live.
What Essential Questions Will Guide this Unit and Focus Teaching/Learning:
What do political and physical maps look like? 

How does geography determine where people live? 

How does geography influence the ways people live?

How do people adapt to the environment? 

How does geography determine where animals live? 

What is the weather and climate like in Central America? 

How is the weather affected by surrounding natural landforms? 

What are the boundaries between the continents and countries?

Standards/Goals:
Major Standards: 
World Language, Grades 5-8 , Communication

CONTENT STANDARD 1: Communication (Interpersonal Mode) How do I use another language to communicate with others? 
• Exchange information with peers and the teacher (both face-to-face and in writing) about events in their everyday lives and experiences from their past.

World Language, Grades 5-8 , Communication

CONTENT STANDARD 2: Communication (Interpretive Mode) How do I understand what others are trying to communicate in another language? 

• Comprehend the basic content of written materials selected by the teacher on the basis of topical familiarity, e.g., personal letters, e-mail, websites, pamphlets, advertisements and illustrated newspaper and magazine articles. 

• Sustain listening comprehension when confronted with less familiar topics by relying on verbal and nonverbal cues and listening for rephrasing and circumlocution, i.e., using other words and gestures to explain words or concepts.

Supporting Standards:
Content:
The names of the countries and capitals of Central America 

The general landforms that exist in the Central America 

That people adapt to the environment (physiologically) 
The lifestyles and cultures of the people living in Central America.

Key  Linguistic Structures/Grammar and Vocabulary:
Structures:
¿Pueden nombrar los continentes y los océanos?

Los continentes y los océanos son… 

Hay tres Américas: América del Norte, América Central  y América del Sur. 

Los países de América del Norte son... 

Los países de América Central son...

¿Cuáles son las capitales de los países en América del Norte, y América Central?

La capital de...es...

¿Cuáles son los países y las capitales donde se habla el español?

¿Cuáles son los países y las capitales donde no se habla el español?

América del Norte y América Central son parte del continente de América del Norte.

América Central es un istmo que conecta los continentes de América del Norte y América del Sur.  América Central es como un puente entre los dos continentes.

En América Central hay montañas, lagos, volcanes, bosque tropicales, ríos, canal, golfos  
La gente que vive ...  en las montañas / por el océano / en los valles / en las ciudades / en el lado del país    ..........
¿Cuáles son las estaciones del año?

Las estaciones del año son el otoño, el invierno, la primavera y el verano.

El clima está afectado por la altura y la estación del año. 

¿Cuál es la temperatura en la ciudad de...?

La temperatura es...grados... 

La temperatura es...porque está en las montañas. 

Vocabulary:  el mundo, el hemisferio, el continente, el océano, el lago (Nicaragua), el país (Costa Rica, Panama, etc.), la capital (San Jose, Ciudad de Panama, etc.), el clima, las estaciones, la isla, las montañas, el río, la selva tropical, el canal, el golfo, las ciudades,  el lado del país  
Grammar:   prepositions (izquierda, derecha, , cerca, lejos, entre, al lado de, en), possessive “de”,  verbs “estar, vivir, comer”, adjectives 

Skills:
Identify, name, and locate countries and capitals on a map or globe

Label countries, capital and landforms on a map of Central America

Name the landforms that affect the boundaries between continents and countries

Identify reasons the environment affects where people choose to live

Identify and compare features of the cultures of people living in Central America

Apply grammatical concepts such as: prepositions, possessive “de” i.e  “La capital de…” verb “estar” in present tense i.e. “¿Dónde está(n)?” adjectives and the relative clause “la gente que...”
Connections to Other Disciplines: 
This unit builds on geography goals and objectives from courses in the social studies. 

Technology Integration and or use:  
Use of overhead projector with transparencies of political and physical maps of Central America. 

Use of Smartboard (when available) to create interactive Central America Geography activities.

Assessments:
Performance tasks

Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Work Samples For one example: Complete a color coded map of the world depicting continents and oceans, complete a color coded map of Central America according to a listening comprehension activity (ex. Colorea Costa Rica de color verde), complete blank a political map of Central and labeling the countries and capitals
Unprompted Evidence (observations, dialogues)

Can do Statements From LinguaFolio 
Interpersonal – I can

· ask simple questions and give simple responses on familiar tropics such as the weather, houses, foods, likes and dislikes

· exchange information about myself, my family and familiar things using simple phrases, such as 

· identify the members of my family by relationship and ask someone about his/her family with a simple question;

· exchange simple descriptions of what people look like (e.g. tall, short, brown hair, blue eyes).

· exchange simple descriptions about personality (e.g. happy, funny, intelligent, serious)

· exchange information using simple texts, graphs or pictures,such as

ask about and identify familiar things in a picture

· ask for and give directions with help of a map or other visual aid, such as

tell someone where something is located (e.g. next to, across from, in the middle of )
Interpretive – Listening:  I can

· understand words, phrases, and expressions related to familiar topics in live or recorded materials;

· understand short and simple conversations on familiar topics in live or recorded materials;

· understand spoken language when I have previously seen or heard the content

· sometimes recognize cognates, prefixes, and thematic vocabulary to help me understand live or recorded spoken language

Interpretive – Reading:  I can

· understand familiar words, phrases, and simple sentences in authentic written materials, re-reading as required;

· understand short simple written messages on familiar topics;

· distinguish between questions, statements, and exclamations.

Presentational – Written:  I can

· write lists based on familiar material.

Required Resources: 

Globes  

Physical and political maps (of the world and the Americas) 

Culture Grams 

Flashcards with names of continents, countries, capitals, and landforms

Posters and photographs of locations within Central America and South America

Prepositions flashcards

Preposition rhyme

Differentiation of Instruction:
Instructional Strategies:
What do they already know that will help them learn new information?  
Links to relevant web sites:

Lessons that support the unit:
