STARTALK Program Curriculum Template
Theme: Bridges Across Cultures

Target Proficiency Level : Novice-Mid 
Number of Hours: 20 days
Designed by: Wafa Hassan, Mehdi Khorrami, Duarte Silva
Brief Description of Program 


Students will be exposed to the multiple concepts of bridges and the roles that 

they play in society. This includes bridges for utilitarian purposes as well as the more conceptual bridges of ideas and cultural exchange. This includes using language to build bridges between friends, ideas, and cultures. 

What Enduring Understandings are Desired:
Students will understand: 

· that there are different kinds of bridges, concrete and abstract
· that bridges are used as metaphors to connect people, ideas and cultures

· how to facilitate the bridging of cultural gaps

What Essential Questions Will Guide this Program and Focus Teaching/Learning:
· What kind of bridges can you describe?
· What are the functions of bridges?

· What connections to bridges make?

· How can you build bridges?

· How can the multiple functions of bridges be illustrated?
Standards/Goals:

Major Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 4.2

Supporting Standards: 5.1, 5.2
Content:
Knowledge: 
· vocabulary associated with bridges – both concrete and abstract

· know the multiple concepts of bridges and the images they evoke

· the relevant structures to carry out linguistic functions

Key Vocabulary: Bridge, culture, image book, idea, friend, names of countries, 

connections, understanding, borders, languages, crossing, exchange
Skills:
· describe concrete and abstract kinds of bridges
· use the image of bridges to help them from new cross-cultural relationships
Connections to Other Disciplines:  geography, history, science, literature, engineering,

 social studies
Technology Integration: internet, maps, photos of bridges, craft & building materials
Assessments:
Performance tasks
· Develop a plan to construct a bridge
· Identify materials appropriate for the bridge that they wish to build
· Build a bridge that expresses the meaning they wish to impart in their bridge

Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Work Samples

· Rubric for assessing the presentation of their final bridge projects
· Draft an email message to a friend applying one of the concepts of bridges

Unprompted Evidence (observations, dialogues)

· Interactive instructional strategies where students practice the language of bridge-building

Can do Statements From Linguafolio
· Lingua-Folio “Can do” statement at the Novice-Mid level in all modes
· I can write an email message exchanging information about bridges
· I can identify different kinds of bridges
· I can use bridge-related vocabulary to communicate meaning
· I can identify the differing perceptions regarding bridges across cultures
· Identify materials appropriate for the bridge that they wish to build
· Build a bridge that expresses the meaning they wish to impart in their bridge
Required Resources:
Internet, maps, photos of bridges, craft & building materials
Differentiation of Instruction:
Instructional Strategies:
What do they already know that will help them learn new information?  
· Specific bridges – Golden Gate, Brooklyn, Bahrain-Saudi Arabia, George Washington Bridge
· Familiar with bridge’s utilitarian functions

· Sky bridges

Links to relevant web sites: google bridges, google walls 
Sub-theme/unit

The program may consist of one or more sub-themes/unite

Lessons that support the subtheme/unit:
Daily instructional plan
